Is ‘Safety’ Still Relevant? 
Based on an article by Alan Mackenzie who is an independent consultant specialising in online safety, specifically within education to children, young people, schools and other organisations, and parents from his September 2017 newsletter
The words and terminology (e-safety or online safety, e-safeguarding or digital citizenship as well as numerous other names) are used interchangeably and some people have raise the question of whether the word 'safety' is still relevant. It's completely understandable, e- safety in the past was very much about concentrating on specific safeguarding concerns (abuse, exploitation, bullying etc.) and yet we all know there is far more than just those specific (but very important) areas. 
The name is largely irrelevant - it's about what you're doing, not what it's called. And it's a very subjective area largely based on opinion, so here's my opinion. 

Let's first of all consider what it isn't: 

· It isn't about scaring the living daylights out of children. Every time I see a well intentioned but hard-hitting video I wonder what is it teaching children - we don’t teach children through fear. Hard hitting is one thing, positive impact is another and in this context the two don’t work together. 

· It isn't about locking them down in a walled garden of hope because that simply doesn't work. Severely locking down their internet access in the hope that it will protect them can have the opposite effect. 

· It isn't about continually targeting the so-called dangers. There are risks in every walk of life in everything that we do. Put it this way, if somebody was continually talking to you about all the bad and dark things, eventually you'd stop listening, that's just human nature. 

· And it isn't about making assumptions of the risks that children and young people face. 

So now let’s consider what it should be:
· First of all, children have to be front and centre. It's about them so unless we're asking, debating and collaborating with them then we're doing them a disservice. 

· Secondly it's about embracing the opportunities that are available to children and young people. The sheer scale of opportunities for learning and creativity is enormous and children and young people should be able to take advantage of these. 

To do that we have to understand what they're doing and why in order that we can support them to recognise and navigate round the risks. 

So with that in mind, what do we mean by safety? From the perspective of home, school (and Scouting), safety is simply an umbrella name that wraps around 3 key aspects, namely education, support and guidance. Education is such an important aspect and this alone is huge; it isn't just about strangers - it's so much more than that. 

Support and guidance is just as important and I know it sounds obvious, but put it this way, if we're constantly talking to young people about risks and dangers it's going to come across as judgmental. 

The following quotation came from a discussion with a group of young people on e-safety: “We're not all trolls and bullies, we know if a stranger is talking to us inappropriately and we're not all taking selfies to boost our self esteem. A minority are yes, but the majority aren't. Guide us to recognise when something is going to go wrong in a way which is informative, don't concentrate on the extremes but be realistic, and if it does go wrong support us in a non- judgmental way. If I've had to come to you, it means I need help.” 

So back to the original question, is safety whether it's e-safety, online safety or whatever other safety you want to call it still relevant? 

If you're using safety as the umbrella word which contains the key aspects of education, support and guidance in order to embrace the amazing opportunities of a connected and collaborative world, then the answer is yes! 

